
Introduction to the Bible [series 12a] 
Major themes of John’s Gospel 
Continued from previous article… 
 
The Prologue [1:1-18]: The prologue of John’s gospel is a hymn to Incarnation, John’s 
instruction regarding the origin of Jesus. Jesus is the Word [ho logos in Greek], Son of God. Book 
of Genesis chapter 1 speaks of the Word as God’s creative force that brought everything into 
existence [And God Said, let there be… God’s Word creating]. God’s Logos [Word] generated all 
reality in the world. The expression Jesus as ‘Father’s only Son’ reveals God as Father. For John 
the Baptist Jesus is light that enlightens all [function of the Word]. Prologue explains that John 
the Baptist was sent to testify to the light [Jesus]. Jesus is greater than John the Baptist [1:6-9, 
15]. Law was given through Moses, grace and truth were given in Jesus [1:16-18]. Jesus is Word 
made Flesh [human] and that makes him the ultimate truth. Being enlightened by the Word is 
how one becomes a child of God [1:12]. Jesus is God revealing Himself. Jesus is not just talking 
about God; when Jesus speaks, God is speaking!  
 
The Person of Christ [Christology]: in John’s gospel Jesus’ identity was confessed in an 
amazingly varied ways: Jesus is the Word [1:1, 14], Son of God [1:34; 11:11, 20, 31], the Son 
[3:17; 5:19], Son of Man [1:51], Teacher comes from God [3:2], a Prophet [4:19; 7:40; 9:19], the 
Messiah 1:41; 4:29; 11:11, 20, 31], King of Israel [1:49; 12:13], King of the Jews [19:19], the Holy 
One of God [6:69], the Lamb of God [1:29, 36], the coming One [12:13], the Man [19:5], the 
sent One of God [3:16-17, 34; 5:30; 7:16; 10:36], Bread of Life [chapter 6], the Good Shepherd 
[chapter 10], Jesus is the Resurrection [11:25], Jesus is the Way, Truth and Life [14:6], He is the 
True Vine [chapter 15], Rabbouni [20:16], the Lord [20:18; 21:7], Jesus is Lord and God [20:28]. 
 
John’s gospel focuses equally on the humanity and divinity of Jesus. Believing and informed 
witness to Christ by the community are key factors in the gospel. How does John see Christ and 
testify to the authenticity of his writing? A] eyewitness experience of Jesus, his ministry, death 
and resurrection [John 19:35 says John is eyewitness]; B] function of the Spirit, inspirational 
teaching of the Spirit [14:26-Spirit brings to remembrance all that Jesus spoke]; C] tradition of 
the church [community experience of faith testifies to Risen presence of Jesus with them]. 
 
John’s gospel reveals the identity of Jesus in stages as people encounter him. Jesus is the 
teacher and prophet from God who came to reveal the ultimate truth of God to the world [in 
18:37, Jesus says he is witness to truth]. Jesus is the messiah [Christ/anointed one] and his 
mission is explained as Lamb of God, who takes away sin of the world, he is Holy One of God 
6:39] and he is God [20:28]. Jesus is savior of the world [4:42] because, in him kingdom of God 
is experienced as salvation for mankind. 
 
Union between Father and Son: this theme is central to John’s gospel. Gospel begins with 
identifying the Word and the Son in relation to God the Father: ‘And the Word became flesh 
and made his dwelling among us, and we saw his glory as of the Father’s only Son, full of grace 
and truth’ [1:14; 3:14-16]. God is revealed as Father because Jesus is the Son [17:5, 24]. In 
John’s writings, the name for God Pater [Father] in relation to Jesus is mentioned 107 times. 



Father-Son relationship is key to understand the words and actions of Jesus in John’s gospel. 
Jesus’ suffering and death is called ‘the hour’ in John’s gospel the hour by which Father and Son 
will be glorified [12:23,27]. 
 
To be continued… 
Father Jose 


